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Meetings are held in the Parish Lounge at St John's Anglican Church, Arawata Street (parking off George Street), Te Awamutu, at 7.30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month – February to December. Visitors are most welcome. 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Next Meeting: Tuesday 4 August will be our annual mid-winter Pot Luck Dinner & music evening commencing at 6 pm. – If members could bring their own plates and cutlery that would save on the washing up! 

· You are invited to bring along an article/type of clothing which has some family history around it, be it traditional dress or worn on a significant occasion.

· Please bring along a favourite record or two which has some memory for you and it will be played. The record player is capable of playing 78’s, 45’s and 33 rpm. Delve into your trunks and storage cupboards and bring out your old favourites of bygone years so we can all enjoy a trip down memory lane.
Tuesday 1 September, Katherine O’Regan will be our guest speaker, her topic is “The history of soap making in New Zealand – My great grandfather’s role in it”
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Convenor’s Corner:  Hopefully the worst of winter is over as we are five weeks past the shortest day, and can look forward to some warmer weather! Maybe this weather has been a good time to do some research?
Welcome to two new members who attended our last meeting, Robyn Taylor and Judy Savage. It is always a pleasure to welcome new members and I trust they will gain information to fulfil their family tree.
Following on from the last newsletter, I have included the preface and chapter 1 of my 2nd great grand uncle’s unfinished story on page 5.
Transcribing Project

As you are aware the branch has embarked on transcribing Parish of St John Baptismal, Marriage & Burial records. For this to happen requires data entry into an excel spreadsheet. If anyone is interested in assisting with this please contact Glenyss hall who is co-ordinating the project. gl.hall@clear.net.nz or by phoning 872 8088
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

www.familysearch.org  - A reminder to members that FamilySearch has good online tutorials.
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼
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Copies of Ngaire Phillips’s book are still available for $65 in the hand, or $72.50 posted.
My Family Story researched and compiled by Ngaire Mabel Phillips

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

$ubscriptions are due – Couples $40.00 and Singles $30.00. This can be paid by direct crediting our bank account Westpac Te Awamutu 03-1564-00795-13-00 if you use this method of payment please send the Treasurer an email Metcalfe@wave.co.nz  or by paying the Treasurer at the August meeting.

If membership is not renewed by the August meeting newsletters will cease.

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Mark Wood from Seniornet provided an overview of what the group offered (see below)
Rosetown Seniornet
Open from the hours of 9.30 am to 5.00pm daily

Costs $30.00 yearly membership and you can come as many times as you wish once a week or five days a week most sessions are 2 hour blocks.

Venue shop 2, 115 Hazelmere Crescent

Te Awamutu

Phone 871-7384 or call in and see us

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

NZSG mailing list -   Are you a member of the NZSG & interested in subscribing to the mailing list (no cost involved)?  The list is open to all NZSG members.  To join, go to the website www.genealogy.org.nz & log-in.  Click on Members Area, and then scroll to Members Mailing List.  If you have never logged in to the NZSG website then contact office.manager@genealogy.org.nz for your password.

Written By Regina Brett, 90 years old, of The Plain Dealer, Cleveland, Ohio

"To celebrate growing older, I once wrote the 45 lessons life taught me. It is the most-requested column I've ever written."

My odometer rolled over to 90 in August, so here is the column once more:

1. Life isn't fair, but it's still good.
2. When in doubt, just take the next small step.
3. Life is too short to waste time hating anyone.
4. Your job won't take care of you when you are sick. Your friends and parents will. Stay in touch.
5. Pay off your credit cards every month.
6. You don't have to win every argument. Agree to disagree.
7. Cry with someone. It's more healing than crying alone.
8. It's OK to get angry with God. He can take it.
9. Save for retirement starting with your first paycheck.
10. When it comes to chocolate, resistance is futile.
11. Make peace with your past so it won't screw up the present.
12. It's OK to let your children see you cry.
13. Don't compare your life to others. You have no idea what their journey is all about.
14. If a relationship has to be a secret, you shouldn't be in it.
15. Everything can change in the blink of an eye. But don't worry; God never blinks.
16. Take a deep breath. It calms the mind.
17. Get rid of anything that isn't useful, beautiful or joyful.
18. Whatever doesn't kill you really does make you stronger.
19. It's never too late to have a happy childhood. But the second one is up to you and no one else.
20. When it comes to going after what you love in life, don't take no for an answer.
21. Burn the candles, use the nice sheets, wear the fancy lingerie. Don't save it for a special occasion. Today is special.
22. Over prepare, then go with the flow.
23. Be eccentric now. Don't wait for old age to wear purple.
24. The most important sex organ is the brain.
25. No one is in charge of your happiness but you.
26. Frame every so-called disaster with these words 'In five years, will this matter?'
27. Always choose life.
28. Forgive everyone everything.
29. What other people think of you is none of your business.
30. Time heals almost everything. Give time time.
31. However good or bad a situation is, it will change.
32. Don't take yourself so seriously. No one else does.
33. Believe in miracles.
34. God loves you because of who God is, not because of anything you did or didn't do.
35. Don't audit life. Show up and make the most of it now.
36. Growing old beats the alternative -- dying young.
37. Your children get only one childhood.
38. All that truly matters in the end is that you loved.
39. Get outside every day. Miracles are waiting everywhere.
40. If we all threw our problems in a pile and saw everyone else's, we'd grab ours back.
41. Envy is a waste of time. You already have all you need.
42. The best is yet to come.
43. No matter how you feel, get up, dress up and show up.
44. Yield.
45. Life isn't tied with a bow, but it's still a gift."
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼
FREE ONLINE BACKUP FOR YOUR FAMILY HISTORY DATA

You wouldn't believe how often people lose all their data as a result of theft or hard drive failure - so here is a new free service you may be interested in.

Microsoft Live Mesh offers 5GB of free online storage where you can keep copies of important folders, and to make sure you always have the latest versions they are updated automatically. But that's not all - Mesh also allows you to access your home PC from anywhere in the world, provided it is switched on, of course! You can do more than just access your files on the hard drive - you can actually run a program on your PC at home whilst you're sitting in an Internet café on the other side of the world.  So just imagine being able to sit in an Internet Café in the UK while accessing your family tree program on your home computer back in NZ. 

Currently you need to be running Windows XP SP2 or Vista, but Windows 7 will probably be added to the list once it is released. Microsoft may not be everyone’s favourite company, but they certainly seem to have come up trumps this time!

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼
From the Lost Cousins July 2009 newsletter – Thanks to Sandra for passing on this article
SECRETS OF THE 1841 CENSUS

There are two things unique to the 1841 Census that we all learned long ago: (i) instead of telling you the county where someone was born it only tells you whether or not they were born in the county where they are living, and (ii) ages of adults are rounded down to the nearest multiple of 5.

But it isn't always the case - indeed there are numerous instances of precise ages being provided, for example 24 instead of 20, or 43 instead of 40. One thing that tells us is that those ages are probably more reliable than ages shown on later censuses - after all, why would somebody give a precise age that hadn't been asked for unless it was accurate?

When you're searching for relatives in the 1841 Census you need to bear in mind that their age may or may not have been rounded down. On other censuses you'd probably look 2 years on either side, for example 42-46 for someone who was actually 44 - but in 1841 they should have been shown as 40, so a range of 40-44 would be more likely to find them. Remember too that the 1841 Census was taken in June, not in March/April like the other censuses, so people would have been more likely to have had their birthday.

Another distinguishing feature of the 1841 Census is the use of the abbreviations F.S. and M.S. for 'female servant' and 'male servant' respectively; you're unlikely to see these on later censuses, and as a result their presence in 1841 can be confusing. You're also more likely to see a long 's' - the one that looks more like an 'f' - in the 1841 Census, and that's another pitfall for the unwary.

GenesReunited vs LostCousins?

Ever wondered about the differences between Genes Reunited and LostCousins?  And why you might get lots of matches at Genes Reunited and few (or none at all) at LostCousins?  With just 72,000 members LostCousins can't possibly produce as many matches as GenesReunited, a site that has nearly 10,000,000 members (that's 140 times as many!).  What LostCousins can promise however, is that whereas the vast majority of automated or 'hot matches' you get at GenesReunited and other sites will be false, over 99.9% of the automated matches at LostCousins will be spot on.  If LostCousins were to grow to a membership of say, 1 million or more, subscribers would have a correct match for the majority of their relatives on the My Ancestors page.  

Have you had a look at LostCousins yet? Think about it, and all the new cousins you could discover (and all without having to lift a finger - thanks to accurate automated matching).
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼
ANZGDB http://www.nzgdb.co.nz is the largest collection of New Zealand family trees available on the web, and a major repository of Australian trees. Whether you are passionately interested in genealogy, or have only an occasional interest in family history, this is a great place to start looking for information about your ancestors. We hope that you will find what you are looking for here. 
By combining the web's advantages with the functions of a personal genealogy program (think Legacy, Family Tree Maker, etc: but with a shared database), ANZGDB is rapidly gaining popularity as the best place to create, publish, and share our family stories. A place where our precious memories can be recorded before they are lost for ever. 

The developers dream is that this becomes the place where New Zealanders and Australians research and record their family history, that eventually the system will contain a record of every ancestor of every New Zealander and every Australian, and that these records will contain the best information available about their subject. Share the dream and submit your family tree! It's free. In fact it's better than free, because we pay you with a subscription credit. And you don't lose control! Your tree remains yours - you control access to it, it can't be downloaded, only you can see your living people, only you can update it (unless you grant permission to another user).
Tracing Your Ancestors

More than 25 years ago, Shirley Hay of Dunedin began a column in the Star community newspapers call Tracing Your Ancestors.  Shirley has maintained this voluntary service during all those years. Now that she has decided to retire, a new columnist will continue the service in her place.  The service is free and offers the opportunity you to place your research inquiries in the newspaper. Over the years the page as been extremely successful for thousand of people and in fact Shirley has created a database of some 23,000 names as a result. 

The Star has a circulation of some 45,000 and a readership near 80%, which makes it a good medium for those who have family connections in the south.  You can send your inquiries to Richard Stedman at editor@genealogy.org.nz  Please include ''star inquiry'' in your subject line.  You do not have to use abbreviations, and the service is open to all.
UNFINISHED STORY

Preface

How much of this pastoral story, without a title, was written during Arthur Lediard's long illness, it is impossible to say, but there is reason for believing that he occupied himself with it during the last years of his life.  That the tale is left unfinished is to be regretted because readers will find a growing interest aroused as the chapters unfold a fresh expectation.

Arthur's power of describing scenes in which he may have taken a silent part stands on the face of what he wrote.  There is no imaginative effort, because imagination formed no part of his nature, but in well chosen words and in carefully planned sentences, he makes a village drama stand before the reader like a photograph.

Arthur's power of description and composition are further shown in the letters from British Colombia, but it was probably his clerical life which developed the marked sympathy exhibited by him in the countryside scenes of the unfinished story.

Carlisle November 1906




Henry Ambrose Lediard

CHAPTER I

"They twice a day Severn fills;

The salt sea-water passes by

And hushes half of babbling Wye

And makes a silence in the hills"

                                 Tennyson

On the borderland of the Forest of Dean, though far remote from the noise and turmoil of the coal districts, arises in solitary grandeur to the height of nearly 1000 feet a conspicuous hill around which cluster a number of picturesque villagers.  From its summit (which is crowned with a group of weather-beaten firs) may be seen a wide extent of hill and vale: on the north-west the cone-shaped peaks of the Malvern's to the westward the blue beacons of Brecknock, in the east the long range of the Cotswolds together with a distant glimpse of a broadening waters of the river Severn.  Its northern slope is encircled by a beautiful wood with a luxuriant tangle of underbrush we're the fragile oak-fern may be found sheltering amongst the bent grass, but other portions of the hill are covered with prickly gorse, bracken and Scotch heather, though here and there affording pasturage for a few mountain sheep.  A spur traversed by the high road to Glevum leads to the declivity known as the Slad which is precipitous and abrupt and is perhaps attributable to a succession of landslips.

On all sides springs of water arise trickled down in pearly rills to its base, some of them uniting with a trout stream which flows through Primrose village towards the south east.

From many a point of vantage in the parish, the crest of the hill with its veteran firs is plainly visible, sometimes half veiled in diaphanous haze, then attracting the drifting storm clouds, and again lit up with rifts of sunshine when all the valley is obscured in vaporous mist.
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