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Te Awamutu Website: www.teawamutu.net/genealogy
New Zealand Society of Genealogists Inc. www.genealogy.org.nz
Meetings are held in the Parish Lounge at St John's Anglican Church, Arawata Street (parking off George Street), Te Awamutu, at 7.30 p.m. on the first Tuesday of each month – February to December. Visitors are most welcome. 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Next Meeting: 3 November 2009 - Ken Glew will talk on DNA. Ken presented this fascinating topic a couple of years ago where unfortunately a number of members couldn’t make it – this is your chance to listen and learn more about the scientific side of genealogy.
At the December meeting on the 1st there will be a light hearted quiz and a Christmas supper – start baking now!
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Convenor’s Corner: I am sure you will agree Eoin Morrison’s presentation on wills and associated documentation was interesting and informative. A couple of things to remember firstly make a will and secondly keep it simple. Thank you to Peter Fletcher for bringing along some old wills which clearly illustrated how language has changed over the past 300 years. 
I have compiled a PowerPoint presentation and called it “Who do I think I am? Which I will share with you atone of our monthly meetings. A simple portrayal of my maternal line going back to my 6x grandmother

A volunteer please! We are looking for some to do the occasional look-up for the group?  It’s not an onerous task as there are very few requests. Please contact me.
This is the 200th publication of the Te Awamutu branch newsletter based on the current numbering system – quite an achievement!
Library: Please remember that the branch has an extensive selection of material for members’ use; magazines, books and CD’s . They are there to be used and not gather dust in the cupboard so please talk to Margaret Main.

From LostCousins (October 2009)
INDIA OFFICE RECORDS FREE ONLINE

Many British families have Indian connections - India was the 'jewel in the Crown' of the British Empire. I've known for some time that the India Office records are held by the British Library, but what I didn't discover until recently is that you can search 300,000 births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and burials online - and best of all, it's free! 
PRISONERS OF WAR RECORDS ONLINE AT ANCESTRY

Ancestry have recently added a small but significant database with details of over 100,000 British Army personnel who were held in Prisoner of War camps in Europe during WW2.
However, there is a slight catch - whilst the Search form invites you to enter the first name and last name of the person you're seeking, the database doesn't include any first names, only initials. So whatever name you type in you won't get ANY results at all unless you turn off exact matches. It's ironic that as you're completing the new-style Search box a message pops up advising you to enter the full name in order to get better results!

It's a shame to see such a newsworthy addition to Ancestry's data spoiled by such a trivial flaw. My advice is to leave exact matches turned on, but enter just the initial.

OBTAINING 20TH CENTURY ARMY RECORDS

World War 1 and earlier British Army records are held by the National Archives, but those for the 1920s onwards are still held by the Ministry of Defence. If you wish to send off for your own records you can take advantage of the Data Protection Act, and there is also no charge to widows (or widowers) of service personnel requesting their spouse's records. For all other relatives there is a flat fee of £30 - and you'll also need permission from the person's next of kin.
You can download an information pack here (it is in PDF format).

http://LostCousins.com/pages/info/oct09news.htm 
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

SMILE A WHILE ☺


During a recent password audit, it was found that a safety engineer was using the following password: MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoof
When asked why such a big password, he said that it had to be at least 8 characters long. 

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Old Occupations
WELLMASTER - one in charge of the local well with the responsibility of ensuring clean water for the village 
WELL SINKER - dug wells 
WELL WRIGHT - made the winding equipment used to raise the bucket in the well 
WET GLOVER - made leather gloves 
WETTER - dampened paper during the printing process or in the glass industry who detached the glass by wetting 
WHARFINGER - owner of a wharf 
WHEEL TAPPER - railway worker who checked for cracked wheels by striking them with a long handled hammer and listening for a clear ring 
WHEELER - wheel maker, attended to the spinning wheel in the textile industry and one who led the pit ponies that pulled the tubs underground in the mines 
WHACKER - horse or oxen team driver 
WHEELWRIGHT / WRIGHT - maker or repairer of wagon wheels 
WHEERYMAN - in charge of a wheery (a small light rowing boat) 
WHIG - horse driver (Scottish term)

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Genealogy Websitesgalore(March 2009)
Researching Irish Ancestors
http://genealogy.about.com/od/ireland/tp/irish_databases.htm?nl=1
A Guide to researching your Irish Ancestors
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/ireland/a/irish_genealogy.htm?nl=1
New Red Cross War Dead Archives Uncovered
http://genealogy.about.com/b/2009/03/14/new-red-cross-war-dead-archive-uncovered.htm?nl=1

Using England Scotland and Wales to trace your Irish Ancestry
http://www.irish-genealogy.com/england-scotland-wales-trace-irish-ancestry.php
Some tips on how to use Britain to trace your Irish roots.

 
Why Do You Want an Irish Passport?
http://blog.eogn.com/eastmans_online_genealogy/2009/03/why-you-want-an-irish-passport.html

A Guide for Organizing, Cataloging, and Preserving Collections of Papers, 
Photographs, and Other Records
http://stceolfrid.byethost13.com/archivalmanagement/
This guide gives advice on archival management to help you set up, maintain, and provide access to small collections of personal papers, family records, and other holdings.  It is a compilation of information from readily-available sources in online and printed formats. It is an introduction to a complex and difficult subject that is intended to help you organize and preserve collections of papers and other possessions and to make them available for use. As a short introduction by an interested amateur, it does not pretend to be an authoritative reference tool and should not be taken as one.

Tangled Trees
http://tangledtrees.blogspot.com/
Blog - Making History Your Own -A Genealogist's thoughts, tidbits, inspirations, and, of course, brick walls -All very much randomly posed. One person's life does not stand-alone but interacts with family, neighbours, community, and history. Our Trees become Tangled just by living. -- T.

SHIPPING SITES
http://www.huttcity.govt.nz/Council-Facilities/Museums--Galleries/ 
Petone-Settlers-Museum/Passenger-Database-/Passenger-Database/

Auckland Council's site
http://www.aucklandcity.govt.nz.www.elgar.govt.nz/dbtw-wpd/passengers/ passenger.html

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ourstuff/

http://freepages.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~ourstuff/
OurPassengerLists.htm
http://www.geocities.com/shippinglists/index.htm
☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

NZSG Family History Fair

16-18 July 2010 in Hamilton

Email: nzfamilyhistoryfair@genealogy.org.nz  

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

HIRING FAIRS

From the late 14th century until well into the 20th century hiring fairs regularly took place in many parts of England. They originated at the time of the Black Death, when fit workers were in short supply, and continued as a way of regulating the supply of labour - no doubt with a view to keeping the cost down! Perhaps your ancestors attended hiring fairs?
Find out more on the BBC website at: 
http://search.bbc.co.uk/search?q=hiring+fairs&Search=Search&uri=2Feducation2Fbeyond2Ffactsheets2Fmakhist2Fmakhist9_prog10b.shtml 

☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼☼

Surname site improves

Visitors to the British Surnames Profiles site at www.britishsurnames.co.uk should find it more user friendly following a redesign.  The site publishes data from University College London’s CASA surname Profiler at www.spatial-literacy.org/UCLnames
Improvements include putting both modern and 1881 census surname distribution maps on the same page for easy comparison, and the addition of a meaning / etymology for many surnames.  A “browse by region” option provides lists of surnames with the highest likelihood of being found in one of 120 towns or cities across Great Britain.

From Ancestors, August 2007, page 58
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