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To the Parents and Community of Pekerau School

These are the findings of the EdBekaauiSahool. Revi ew Of ficebds | ate

Pekerau School is located in the North Western area of Te Awamutu and is a Years 1 to 6 contributing school. At the time of the
review there were 253 students enrolled and there were similar numbers of Maori and non-Maori students. A significant number
of students identified as having high needs for special education attend the school.

The school 6s highly inclusive and welcoming culture makesusit
on learning. Strong positive relationships maintained with the Maori community support Maori students as responsive learners. In
2008, the staff, students and community worked together on the development of a Waharoa, which children appreciate as a

special entrance to their school.

The effective partnership between home and school values the contribution that parents are making through their involvement in
school activities and the support they are giving to their c
participate in all aspects of school life. They enjoy their focused reading sessions with the teacher and work successfully as
participants in the class. Opportunities to use a range of information and communication technologies (ICT) are enhancing and
enriching their literacy learning. Further improvements that make the environment challenging to students would be likely to
encourage their development as independent self-managers.

The school assesses studentsdé achi evement tiomal éxpettations dnformatiord ma
about Years 1 and 2 students suggest that a significant number of them are not reading at their chronological age. The school is
introducing programmes and providing teachers with specialised professional development to improve learning for these students.
Data collected for Years 3 to 6 shows that a significant proportion of students achieve according to national expectations. In

numeracy just over half of the students reached nationally expected levels. Maori students are generally achieving at a similar

level.

The principal has an inclusive style of leadership that empowers teachers and encourages them to work co-operatively together.
He is supported by a board of trusteesd |vwheiicnhg samadr easc thiivse | cyo nsn
initiatives.

Teachers have taken advantage of the high quality professional development provided in the school to reflect on their practice,
examine new ways of teaching reading and support one another as members of a collaborative team.

They are becoming confident and skilled in their approach to teaching reading to groups of students, and spend generous time
encouraging students to discuss and deepen their understanding of the books they have read.

Future Action

ERO is confident that the board of trustees can manage the school in the interests of the students and the Crown and bring about
the improvements outlined in this report.

ERO will review the school again as part of the regular review cycle.
Review Coverage

ERO reviews do not cover every aspect of school performance and each ERO report may cover different issues. The aim is to
provide information on aspects that are central to student achievement and useful to this school.

If you would like a copy of the full report, please contact the school or see the ERO website, http://www.ero.govt.nz.



PEKERAU

PRIMARY SCHOOL

742 Te Rahu Road
P.O. Box 233
Te Awamutu

Ph: 078716025
Fax: 078716036
Email: enquiries@pekerau.school.nz

MissionrStatement

Pekerau School will create a friendly challenging environment for all children by encouraging
them to take a growing responsibility for their own quality learning and behaviour and to
achieve this in partnership with the home.
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An effective school empowering learners.




WelcomeitoyRekekaupRrimary, School

| have been part of the teaching profession since 1974 i thirty five years that | have
thoroughly enjoyed. During that time | have taught in a variety of schools ranging from small
remote rural schools to large urban intermediate schools. | have been in a leadership
position for twenty five of those thirty five years.

| have been at Pekerau School for twelve years. | thoroughly enjoy working with a
professional, dedicated and motivated staff. We have worked very hard together to make
Pekerau School the best possible learning environment for our children. | believe that we
cater for the diverse needs of our children through the programmes that we offer. We employ
a number of part time teachers and teacher aides who work alongside the teachers in
helping provide these programmes.

Pekerau School has avisioni 6 An ef fective school empower i

As a school we believe very strongly in this and we will continue to work hard to make sure
this vision becomes a reality.

Welcome to our school.

John Cubitt
Principal




Pekerav Prim@anyveaSchooelh Offers ...

x A dedicated and professional team of hard working teachers and support staff.

x An emphasis of children taking responsibility for their own learning and behaviour.

x Ongoingassessments to ensure childrends i1 ndi
x Opportunities for personal goal setting and self management.

x A trained teacher in charge of programmes for children with special learning needs.

x Special abilities programmes.

x A structured camping programme from Year 4 onwards.

x A wide range of camping equipment that allows the camping programme to take place.
e.g. 13 kayaks, tents and all necessary cooking gear.

x Musical and drama productions.
x Inter-school sporting events.

x A learning resource centre consisting of a purpose built digital classroom, audio visual
room, teacher resource room and a magnificent library.

x At least two computers per classroom.
x Parent interviews twice a year 1 March and July.

x A yearbook that tracks thouetheyduai Thd servas@lsoap r o
the end of year report.

x  Well looked after and attractive grounds.
x School of the Year 2003. 2007. 2008 and 2009

In summary we offer: -

"An
effective
school
empowering
Jearners”’.




Curriculvim

Peker au Sc hawidulans focosas) Liberacy, Numeracy and I.C. T. Professional
Learning for teachers usually centers on developing effective teaching practices in these
learning areas.

Teachers have taken part 1 n the Ministry of
NUMPA project which have both impacted on the way teachers plan, teach and assess in

these areas. We have also been part of a Ministry of Education ICT contract that has
encouraged teachers to look at ways of preparing students for lifelong learning using digital
knowledge as a tool.

The Junior School (Years 1-3), have a Literacy and Numeracy focus, believing these are the
core areas for early learning. Emphasis is on building oral language and the foundations of
literacy.

Throughout the school there is a focus on developing the whole child with a commitment to
The Arts curriculum. A normal year at Pekerau School features regular assemblies hosted by
each class (developing confidence in public speaking and performance), choir groups, guitar
groups, speeches and a whole school cultural performance (which may include singing,
dancing, acting or everything at once).

Whilst focusing on making the curriculum interesting for students, teachers are very aware of
the responsibility for reporting to parents. Pekerau School has a Yearbook which contains
sampl es of t he c¢ h-gdindariteria based assessmentsnTesecbonoks are
sent home each term for parents to view the
set the childds foll owi ng tisasmssedld@iagrparenn g g
interviews and also becomes a final end of year report as well as a treasure to keep.



ComputerstandilGiN(InfelimaticnlCemmunicationstliechnology)

The school has a new purpose built learning centre which consists of a digital classroom

with18 computers . We have a full time teacher in the digital classroom. All teachers have

gone through intensive professional learning in ICT over the past 5 and attend regular ICT
conferences. Children have the opportunity to attend the digital classroom at least once a

week and undergo a structured teaching programme from years 1 to 6. We also have at

least 2 computers in each classroom. Each classroom has its own wiki page, which you can
find under O0student s 6 wwhpekerawsohool.nzi si t our We

Why do we have computers at Pekerau School?

To provide opportunities for preparing stuc
communication/information base, and the immense changes, our children will face in their
future. We believe using I.C.T.s will provide motivation for students to develop the necessary
skills to build life long learning. Children today will have a different future to those of their
parents and grandparents, and will not train for just one career. Careers that are available

today will not be the same careers that will be available for our children.

At Pekerau School, students will become:
1 Flexible and adaptable thinkers, developing problem solvers and risk takers.

1 Self directed learners, able to work independently and reflectively, therefore work
towards life long learning.

1 Effective Communicators / Collaborators, to communicate and collaborate confidently
and effectively in a variety of contexts and situations.

Using I.C.T.s gives us the ability to create an environment where the learning extends
beyond the classroom to encompass the wider community, thus enriching the learning
opportunities available to our students.

Using I.C.T will also increase the efficiency of administration and record keeping in our
classroom and school.

Student Skills:

[.C.T use enables students to extend their information skills beyond those required for
accessing and utilizing information in book format. A school wide commitment to the
development of these skilsisdemonstrated in the Schooreds
Students will learn to evaluate the accuracy and quality of information obtained through the
internet.

Access:

All children should have access to information technology regardless of age, gender or

ability. The school intends to make sure that every classroom has reliable technology
equipment and will work towards providing fair and reasonable access of hardware and
software for all students and st af f .condlitbes s c
and terms of use.

.


http://www.pekerau.school.nz/

ComputerstanddlGIN(InformationiGommunicationsslechnology)

Monitoring and Evaluation:

The school will regularly monitor and record student progress and skill development in the
use of I nformation Technology with referenc
skills and learning area section of the New Zealand National Curriculum Framework.

Curriculum Development:

Computers have an integral role in the classroom programmes and should not stand alone.
At Pekerau School information technology is fully integrated in all units of work across the
curriculum. The New Zealand Curriculum document states i s ¢ h should®xplore not only
how ICT can supplement traditional ways of teaching but also how it can open up new and
different ways of learning.



